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PURPORT OF THE HINDI PREFACE IN ENGLISH.

1.—TkLe necessity of receiving a Muntra is evident
from the Vedas and the Dharma Sastras, which are based
on the principles of the Vedas. This signifies that it is ob-
ligatory on the Brahmans, the Kshatriyas, and the Vaisyas,
who are called Dvijas or twice-born, to receive the Ga-
yatri-Mantra; and it is absolutely necessary for others not
entitled to the Gayatri-Mantra,to receive.the Mantras
given in the Puranas and Tantra Sastra,

The established truth of the Sastras is that there is
no emancipation of the soul without the requisite Mantra.

But in process of time, as the Vaidic age declined,
people by mistake began to consider that it was needful for
even the twice-born to receive, like the Gayatri-Mantra,
the Mantrds of the Puranas and the Tantra Sastra.

It so happened that nearly all the Maithil & Bengal”
Pandits began to hold the acceptance of the Mantras of the
Tantra Sastra above all. The teachers of these were paid
more respect than those of the Guyatri, and the Gayatri-
Mantra itself amounted in their opinion to nothing more
than a mere matter of course. To such an extent did this
evil increase that the teaching of the Mantras was adopted

as a profession.
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With a view to try and remove this great evil I have
written this small book, Mantra-Mimansa by name, in which
Ihave shown by proofs the correctness of my statement,
and the attention of the public is directed to the Sanskrit
extracts, in order to have a greater knowledge of the sub-
ject.
2.—Out of the four graded orders*, periods of the
religious life of a Brahman, only the Brahmans of the
second order and the Brahmacharis or Brahmans who
practise chastity throughout life, have a rightful claim to
teach Mantras; and not, by any means whatever, Dandis
or Brahmans of the fourth order, and others scripturally
unauthorized. TIun respect of a Dandi, the Sastras are of
opinion that if one erroneously receives a Mantra from
him, it is indispensably necessarv for his salvation to un-
dergo a penance, before receiving again a Mantra from a

householder.
Notwithstanding the dictates of the Sastras, people

make Dandis their spiritual guides. The cause of this is

obvious. It is mainly owing to the inattention of the no-

e

First, that of the Brahmachari or Student; second,
that of the Grihastha or householder; third, that of the
Vanaprastha or anchorite; fourth, that of . the Bhikshuk
or beggar.
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bility of this country to the Sastras, and fo their dulness of |
intellect. Not only this but more.

The majority of the gop&lation of this country are un-
der an impression that Samfas, Mahontas, Dandis, and
Gosaims bave the supermatural power of child-givingto one
who longs for a child. All this is the result of the teach-
ing of Mantras by a Dondsi.

Bnt be it as it may, I have endeavoured to the best of |
my limited ability to show that it is wholly unscriptural to
receive Mantras from a Dandi or an unauthorized Brah-
man.

3.—The different classes of Manéras have alse been
shortly described.

RAMA MISRA SASTRI
Brahmamritavarshini Sabha
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